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Key Comments to check. Things to think about/further action 
The Board of Management of Francis Street School has adopted the following policy to prevent and 
address bullying behaviour. 
 
This policy fully complies with the requirements of Bí Cineálta: Procedures to Prevent and 
Address Bullying Behaviour for Primary and Post-Primary Schools 2024 (link: 
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/bi-cinealta-procedures-to-prevent-and-address-bullying-beh
aviour-for-primary-and-post-.pdf ) 
 
The board of management acknowledges that bullying behaviour interferes with the rights 
of the child as set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. We all, 
as a school community, have a responsibility to work together to prevent and address 
bullying behaviour and to deal with the negative impact of bullying behaviour. 
 
We are committed to ensuring that all students who attend our school are kept safe from 
harm and that the wellbeing of our students is at the forefront of everything that we do. We 
recognise the negative impact that bullying behaviour can have on the lives of our students 
and we are fully committed to preventing and addressing bullying behaviour. 
 
We confirm that we will, in accordance with our obligations under equality legislation, take 
all such steps that are reasonably practicable to prevent the harassment of students or staff 
on any of the nine grounds specified: gender, civil status, family status, sexual orientation, 
religion, age, disability, race and membership of the Traveller community. 
 
Definition of Bullying 
Bullying is defined in Cineáltas: Action Plan on Bullying and Bí Cineálta: Procedures to Prevent 
and Address Bullying Behaviour for Primary and Post-Primary Schools as targeted behaviour, 
online or offline that causes harm. The harm caused can be physical, social and/or emotional 
in nature. Bullying behaviour is repeated over time and involves an imbalance of power in 
relationships between two people or groups of people in society. The detailed definition is 
provided in Chapter 2 of the Bí Cineálta procedures. Appendix 1. 
Each school is required to develop and implement a Bí Cineálta policy that sets out how  
the school community prevents and addresses bullying behaviour. Strategies to deal with 
inappropriate behaviour that is not bullying behaviour are provided for within the school’s 
Code of Positive Behaviour.                        
 
Section A: Development/review of our Bi Cineálta Policy to Prevent and Address Bullying Behaviour 
All members of our school community were provided with the opportunity to input into the 
development/review of this policy.  
 Date Consulted  Method of Consultation  

School Staff 16.5.25 Whole Staff Meeting 

Students (appendix 2) 3.4.25 Questionnaire  

Parents (appendix 3) 31.3.25 Focus Group 

Board of management 
(appendix 4) 

18/03/2025 Meeting 

Wider school community 
as appropriate, for 
example, bus drivers 

 Website 

Date policy was approved: 23/06/2025  

Date policy was last reviewed:   
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Section B: Preventing Bullying Behaviour 
 
This section sets out the prevention strategies that will be used by the school. These include strategies 
specifically aimed at preventing online bullying behaviour, homophobic and transphobic bullying behaviour, 
racist bullying behaviour, sexist bullying behaviour and sexual harassment as appropriate (see Chapter 5 of 
the Bí Cineálta procedures as linked above) 
 
Preventing Bullying Behaviour - The 4 Key Areas of Prevention 
Culture and Environment  

-​ mission and ethos 
-​ school & classroom climate & culture 
-​ quality & use of school buildings & grounds 

Curriculum (Teaching & Learning) 
-​ extracurricular learning 
-​ co curricular learning 
-​ planning supports 
-​ monitoring 

Open door policy  
Principal and staff are accessible 
Peace Circles and Circle Time foster open dialogue 
Language used is respectful 
Restorative Practice widely used 
Strong focus on ‘Empathy’ school-wide 
Strong cooperation between staff 
Changemaker School- strong focus on our pillars 
and values 
Culture of inclusion and integration 
Staff modelling positive and respectful relationships 
Teamwork 
Inclusion of AS classes 
Promoting kindness 
Visual Displays  
Picturebooks / stories  
Split breaks for the utilisation of space  
Allowing children choice when it comes to yard 
Sensory quiet spaces such as library, multi sensory 
room and cubbie 
Staff wellbeing team  
Assembly 
Telling environment 

Musical 
After School CLubs 
Chess, wall climbing, athletics, GAA, basketball and 
football teams 
Pupil committees - student council, green team, 
wellbeing warriors, Gaeilge Coiste and Fit Squad 
Peace circles  
Paired and group work  
Alert  
Parent Classes 
Mindup  
Circle times in junior classes  
Stay Safe  
Yoga  
Religion  
Discussions that arise during book club.  
Drama  
SPHE lessons focussing on friendship, reliance, 
empathy etc 
Focus in Junior Infants on language and vocabulary 
around difference (Different Brain lessons/Sesame 
St. Autism lesson) 
Outside visitors/speakers to chat to students about 
emotional development  

Relationships & Partnerships 
-​ student & staff relationships 
-​ peer relationships 
-​ student voice 
-​ partnership  staff, children and young people, 

parents/carers 
-​ partnership with other schools 
-​ community partnerships 
-​ external supports 

Policy & Planning 
-​ all policies relevant to wellbeing 
-​ all plans relevant to wellbeing 
-​ school & centre self-evaluation 
-​ continuing professional development 

Wellbeing team 
Restorative practice 
4 pillars of a changemaker school 
GAA partnerships 
Circle time/ Peace circle 
Student Teams - student voice 
Positive relationships with parents 
Collegiate approach to relationships 
Open door policy 
Shared trust 
Together Time 
Positive staff relationships 
Julie’s MGC to foster connection 
Positive Note Home 
End of Year Ceremony to celebrate success and 
foster community and belonging 
Peer mentoring through reading (senior classes with 
junior classes) 
Parent led workshops 

Special Ed policy  
Wellbeing  
Restorative Practice  
Dignity policy  
Peace circles  
Inclusion and integration  
Open door policy  
Change maker school 
Positive behaviour policy (special classes) 
Acceptable use policy(computers) 
CPD for staff  
DEIS plan  
Friends For Life  
Incredible Years  
Restorative practice  
Workshopping with parents and students when 
making school policy.  
CPD on Bí Cineálta 
Child Safeguarding Statement 
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Musical - opportunity for different children to work 
together who may not interact usually  
After school clubs encourage children to meet who 
may not usually  
Community Guards  
SCP 
Parents Association  
Solas partnership 
Use of sports facilities in the area : cabbage patch, 
swimming pool 
Board of management  
YMCA partnership 
Foróige 
Changemaker  
School connections 
School visits and relating to people from other walks 
of life  
Social justice team 
Roots of empathy  
Friends For Life program  

 

 
 
 
The school has the following supervision and monitoring policies in place to prevent and address bullying 
behaviour (see Chapter 5 of the Bí Cineálta procedures as linked above):  
 
Child Safeguarding Statement + risk assessment 
Arrival of pupils b/w 8:40 and 8:50 supervision by ISM and SNAs 
Classrooms are supervised at all times 
Break and lunch times are supervised at all times by a teacher + 3 SNAs 
Staff Ratio 1:11 for outings/trips etc. 
Care team/welfare meetings to share information on individual children 
Peace Circles are held with senior classes 
Circle Times are held with junior classes 
Stay Safe program followed 
Restorative Practice underpins every interaction 
Friends for Life program employed in younger classes 
 

 
Section C: Addressing Bullying Behaviour  
The teacher(s) with responsibility for addressing bullying behaviour is (are) as follows:  
 
Principal 
Deputy Principal 
All teaching staff 

 
When bullying behaviour occurs, the school will:  
➔​ ensure that the student experiencing bullying behaviour is heard and reassured  
➔​ seek to ensure the privacy of those involved   
➔​ conduct all conversations with sensitivity  
➔​ consider the age and ability of those involved  
➔​ listen to the views of the student who is experiencing the bullying behaviour as to how best to 

address the situation  
➔​ take action in a timely manner  
➔​ inform parents of those involved 
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The steps that will be taken by the school to determine if bullying behaviour has occurred, the approaches 
taken to address the bullying behaviour and to review progress are as follows (see Chapter 6 of the Bí Cineálta 
procedures): 

 
 
 

 

 
 
The school will use the following approaches to support those who experience, witness and display bullying 
behaviour (see Chapter 6 of the Bí Cineálta procedures): 
 

-​ Restorative Practice  
-​ Stay Safe 
-​ Friends for Life 
-​ Use of Positive Code of Behaviour  
-​ Personalised approaches to individual children 
-​ Use of external services if necessary : SCP, Shannon’s Hopeline, NEPs, Barnardos, Rainbows., YMCA. 
-​ Use of Oide resources 

 
All bullying behaviour will be recorded. This will include the type of behaviour, where and when it took 
place, and the date of the engagement with students and parents. The actions and supports agreed 
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to address bullying behaviour will be documented. If the bullying behaviour is a child protection 
concern the matter will be addressed without delay in accordance with Child Protection Procedures 
for Primary and Post-Primary Schools. 
 
Section D: Oversight  
The principal will present an update on bullying behaviour at each board of management meeting. 
This update will include the number of incidents of bullying behaviour that have been reported since 
the last meeting, the number of ongoing incidents and the total number of incidents since the 
beginning of the school year. Where incidents of bullying behaviour have occurred, the principal will 
also provide a verbal update which will include where relevant, information relating to trends and 
patterns identified, strategies used to address the bullying behaviour and any wider strategies to 
prevent and address bullying behaviour where relevant. This update does not contain personal or 
identifying information. See Chapter 7 of the Bí Cineálta procedures. This policy is available to our 
school community on the school’s website and in hard copy on request. A student friendly version of 
this policy is displayed in the school and is also available on our website and in hard copy on 
request. This policy and its implementation will be reviewed, following input from our school 
community, each calendar year or as soon as practicable after there has been a material change in 
any matter to which this policy refers.  
 

Signed: ​ ​ ​ ​                                                       Date: 23/06/2025 
(Chairperson of board of management)  
 

Signed:​ ​ ​ ​                                                       Date: 23/06/2025 
(Principal) 
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Appendix 1: Definition of Bullying behaviour as outlined in Cineálta: Action Plan 
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Appendix 2 - Student Feedback 
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Appendix 3 - Parental Feedback 
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Appendix 4 - Board of Management  
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Appendix 5 - Bullying Behaviour Reporting Form 
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Appendix 6 - Bullying Behaviour Review Form 
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Appendix 7: Student Friendly Bí Cineálta Poster 
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